
focus tools in school ~ helping children to focus & learn

A focus tool helps them stay calm, concentrate and engage more
successfully in learning. Focus tools should only be brought into

school following agreement with the class Teacher or SENDCo.

Thank you for supporting us in ensuring that focus tools are used
appropriately and remain a positive learning aid for children who

benefit from them.

Please Remember
Focus tools should be small, quiet and fit comfortably in one hand.

They are intended to support learning and should not distract
others.

FIDGETS AND ADHD: A FOCUS TOOL OR A TOY
 

Just a little reminder that all boys need to bring
 a waterproof coat to school every day, particularly

as we head into wetter weather!

8 OCTOBER 20268 OCTOBER 20268 OCTOBER 2026

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

Please do not email the SIMS Intouch email
 account as this mailbox is not monitored. 

For general enquiries email: admin@vcp.sch.je or call: 723468

https://ot4adhd.com/2023/05/19/fidgets-and-adhd-a-focus-tool-or-a-toy/


Dear Parents,

I wanted to send a reminder, as this information was shared during the year group Parent
Information Evenings, regarding the expectations for English Writing and how the boys’ writing
levels are assessed.

Whilst the writing objectives themselves have remained the same, the expectations around how
securely the boys demonstrate these objectives have become more rigorous. This is an island-wide
approach, rather than a change specific to VCP, and there is now a much greater emphasis on
accuracy, consistency and independence.

For a pupil to be considered secure in their writing, it is no longer enough for them to demonstrate
a particular skill successfully on occasion. We need to see that they can apply each of the relevant
writing objectives accurately, confidently and consistently, including when writing independently.

There is also now greater emphasis on the full range of writing objectives, rather than additional
weighting being given to a smaller number of ‘key’ objectives. To be considered and to be meeting
the expected standard, a pupil therefore needs to demonstrate that they can use all of the required
skills with an appropriate level of accuracy and confidence.

Importantly, we also need to see the boys transfer these skills beyond their English lessons. If a
skill is secure, we would expect to see it being applied consistently in writing across the curriculum,
whether the boys are writing in Science, History, Geography or another subject.

As a result of these increased expectations, we are currently redeveloping our English Writing
curriculum at VCP. This is a significant piece of work for our teaching staff, who are carefully
reviewing the way writing is taught, practised and revisited across the school. Our aim is to ensure
that the boys have regular opportunities to develop these skills and, crucially, to apply them
accurately and independently. We believe this work will provide an even stronger and more
consistent approach to the teaching of writing across VCP.

These expectations may mean that your son's current writing level looks different from one you may
have seen previously. This does not necessarily mean that he has gone backwards or that the
quality of his writing has declined. Rather, the threshold for demonstrating that learning is truly
secure is now more demanding.

Ultimately, our aim remains to develop boys who are confident, accurate and independent writers,
who can take the skills they have been taught and apply them successfully whenever and wherever
they are writing.

We appreciate your understanding as we adapt to these expectations and are extremely grateful for
your continued support.

Best wishes,

Michael Delahunty
English Lead

Parent/Teacher consultations - 19 -21 october 2026
the booking link opens on monday 12 october at 7:00pm
https://victoriacollegepreparatory.schoolcloud.co.uk/ 



You may notice three vacancies being advertised over the coming weeks.
These opportunities arise as we prepare for an period of transition and
succession planning within our school community. 

We are sadly saying farewell to Mrs Louise Lewis, who has made a great
contribution to VCP and will be taking up a new role at Le Rocquier School.
Louise has been a highly valued member of staff, and we thank her for her
dedication, warmth and commitment to our children over many years. 

We will also be wishing Mrs Kim Phipps a very happy and well-deserved
retirement. Kim's care, professionalism and unwavering support have
touched the lives of countless pupils and families, and she leaves with our
sincere gratitude and best wishes for the future. 

The third vacancy is a fixed-term teaching post, which will enable Mr Sam
Fisher and Mrs Larissa Rankin to step up and share deputy headship
responsibilities while Mrs Emily-Rose Le Cuirot takes leave to welcome her
second baby. We are excited for Emily-Rose and her family and look
forward to welcoming her back in the Autumn term.

vcp staffing update

if you are interested in any of the available roles at vcp, 
follow the link below for further information.

we would be delighted to hear from you!

Jobs in Jersey

https://careers.gov.je/search/?createNewAlert=false&q=&optionsFacetsDD_customfield2=&optionsFacetsDD_customfield3=&optionsFacetsDD_customfield1=


vcp spooky
halloween

 bingo 
Date: Wednesday 14 October

time: eyes down 6:00pm
Where: VCJ Bistro

cost: £10.00 per book
 don’t forget a £1 for the £1 pot!

big prizes for lines and a full house! 

pay on the day or
 via the link below:

buy your ticket here!

Last Few Tickets Remaining!

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2002119002833?aff=oddtdtcreator
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