
Victoria College Preparatory School



Each Friday, the boys will be tested on 
their spellings and given new spelling 
words. These spellings are year group 
specific and delivered through a scheme 
called ‘Spelling Shed’. 

They need to complete a Look,  Cover, 
Say, Write, Check list which should be 
completed at least 4 times across the 
week. The boys also have access to 
Spelling Shed’s website, where they can 
practise their spellings. 

Please make sure their spelling books 
are in their bags each day.





Maths fluency is fundamental. In class, your son will 
complete 5 fluency-based questions each day. A copy of 
this fluency sheet will be sent home at the end of the 
following week for your son to complete as his maths 
homework. This is to consolidate their prior learning 
and to build confidence and pace.

Please ensure this is handed in every Friday where we 
will mark as a class.

It would be beneficial to supplement this with other 
fluency-based games. At VCP the boys also have access 
to ‘Times Tables Rockstars’, ‘Hit the Button’, ‘Power 
Maths’ and other Maths applications and games.

Pupils will use this in school, but we encourage regular 
practise at home to develop their mathematical fluency 
and accuracy. 

The boys should confidently already know their 2, 3, 4, 
5, 8 and 10x tables.





Please read aloud for a minimum of 10 
minutes every night and record the book 
title and pages read each day in his 
homework diary. These will be checked 
by the teacher daily.  

Please do read to your son and encourage 
your son to read as often and as widely 
as possible. 

We teach a weekly whole-class reading 
lesson with a comprehension focus.

Each half term, the boys will be assessed 
and new reading levels will be given.

Those who are not yet ‘free’ readers, will 
be in a weekly reading group with an LSA.



As your child progresses 
through KS2, it is still 
very important for you to 
listen to and discuss 
their reading.

 It is equally as 
important for them to 
have a regular chance to 
listen to you reading.

It is ideal to read at a 
time when you and your 
child can both take time 
to relax, enjoy and 
discuss the story.



Insert pics of HW diaries
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Homework diaries should be signed by a parent every evening. You can also leave me (or 

your son!) messages here. I will reply to any messages in here or via email. I will write good 

news notes in here too, so it is always worth checking!







Must have websites and applications!

Your son will have logins for all the websites above. 
The logins will be stuck in the ‘Login Page’ of his 

homework diary. 

School work
Homework challenges 

Proud Work

Application for 
practising weekly 

Times tables

Application for 
practising weekly 

Spellings. 
Application that include 

games and activities 
that consolidates 

learning. 



Reading- Minimum of 10 Minutes everyday. Complete Reading 
Record/Homework Diary daily with the name of the book and how 
many pages read. You may wish to include a comment. Promote 
independence when books need changing. 

Maths- Maths Fluency booklet. (Answers at the back. The best 
form of feedback is instant, so you are welcome to mark with them 
after each column.)

Practise numbers bonds as well as addition and subtraction facts. 
Practice times tables. 
All pupils should enter Year 4 knowing their 2, 3, 4, 5, 8 and 10 x 
tables fluently. They will need to learn all times tables by the end of 
Year 4.  

Spellings- Weekly spellings sent out each Friday. Practise with Look 
Say Cover Think Write Check. Learn the meaning of the words. This 
will be taught weekly in spelling lesson. Boys will be tested every 
Friday. 



Your son will keep his school bag in his cubby hole in the classroom, and small 
items in his tray below his desk. Blazers may go on the back of their chair in 
the classroom.

If something goes missing there are lost property containers in the Year 
group shared area, drama studio and gym so please ask your son to check 
there in the first instance. 

If your son finds it difficult 
to remember his equipment, 
we suggest that you help him 
to remember what he needs 

each day by drawing up a 
simple checklist with him and 
putting it in a visible place at 

home.

Please make sure your son knows where he is going at the end of the day.
Bottom Gate/Arch

Beehive
An After School Activity

It is recommended to record this in their diaries if this is different to the norm. 



Uniform
Boys should arrive at school dressed smartly in their 
full uniform. 

P.E/Games day - Full tracksuit with appropriate kit. 

Other days - Full uniform with blazer. 

ALL WEATHER SCHOOL: raincoats and suncream (as 
appropriate) are a MUST. 



SNACKS
• For breaktime, children should bring a healthy ‘waste-free’ 

fruit or vegetable snack only, unless advised differently 
by a doctor. 



Below are some of the ways that we can communicate with each other. 

Thursday 
Weekly Information

Important whole school 
information. 

Homework Diary

Information that you might 
want to share with your son’s 

class teacher. 

Email/Phone Call 

Information that you might 
want to share with your son’s 

class teacher. 



A mastery approach to teaching mathematics

Mastering maths means acquiring a deep, long-term, secure and adaptable understanding of 
the subject rather than rote memorisation of procedures.

At the heart of Power Maths is the belief that all children can achieve. It’s built on an exciting 
growth mindset and problem-solving approach.

Lesson structure:
Discover – each lesson begins with a problem to solve, often a real-life example, sometimes a 
puzzle or a game. These are engaging and fun, and designed to get all children thinking.

Share – the class shares their ideas and compares different ways to solve the problem, 
explaining their reasoning with hands-on resources and drawings to make their ideas clear. 
Children are able to develop their understanding of the concept with input from the teacher. 

Think together – the next part of the lesson is a journey through the concept, digging deeper 
and deeper so that each child builds on secure foundations while being challenged to apply 
their understanding in different ways and with increasing independence.

Practice – now children practice individually or in small groups, rehearsing and developing 
their skills to build fluency, understanding of the concept and confidence.

Reflect – finally, children are prompted to reflect on and record their learning from each 
session and show how they have grasped the concept explored in the lesson.



Autumn Term



Autumn Term



Things to look forward to...



Community
At VCP we are trying to involve members of our 

community in the things we do. 

Ways to get involved…

PTA/Friends of Prep Parent drop in sessions

House Events



P.E
Wednesday

Games
Tuesday

What your son needs…

Tracksuit
Bumble Bee Top

Boot Bag with boots, shinpads, long 
football socks and gumshield 

(optional). 

What your son needs…

Tracksuit
House polo shirt

White socks 



P.E and Games

16th Sept

23rd Sept

30th Sept

Dates for swimming

House events

House Football 21st October

Swim Gala 2nd December

• House coloured swim hat
• Black shorts
• Towel
• Goggles
• House swim bag
•  Underwear in bag - come to 

school in swim stuff



Oracy involves expressing ideas, deepening 

understanding, and connecting with others through 

speaking, listening, and communication. 

At VCP we recognise oracy is central to learning: purposeful 

talk is planned deliberately. There are a range of 

opportunities for all pupils (regardless of educational needs) 

to receive a high-quality oracy education where scaffolds 

and structures support and challenge students. The culture 

of listening ensures that all voices are heard and valued. We 

know our pupils are confident speakers, but our aim is for 

students to use social oracy skills to collaborate with others: 

communication is a life skill. Our pupils leave VCP with the 

oracy tools needed for success beyond the school grounds.



Oracy Framework 

and

 Oracy Good News Notes





We like to populate our Year 

4 Reading Hub with pictures 

of the boys enjoying reading 

– especially in unusual 

places!

Please take a photo of your 

son reading, and email it to 

me.

Thank you!

f.barlow@vcp.sch.je



If you have any concerns or queries please do not hesitate to contact us. 

School telephone number: 01534 723468.

f.barlow@vcp.sch.je





Password:

TeamBarlow!

Goosechase!
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